Invasive Species Highlight

Rusty Craytish

Rusty crayfish (Faxonius rusticus), native to the Ohio River Basin, were likely introduced outside
their range through improper disposal of live bait. They are also sold through the aquarium trade
and school supply programs, increasing the risk of illegal release into the wild. MN’s first
established population was found in Lake Superior in the late 1990’s. Rusty crayfish are a

regulated species, making it illegal to release them into the wild.

Environmental Impact
Rusty crayfish harm Minnesota waters by disrupting recreation,
damaging ecosystems, and causing economic loss through the
destruction of aquatic plant beds, displacing native crayfish,
causing bank erosion and competing with fish for food, pushing
them out of their native habitat, and eating native fish eggs.

Identification

E } . Small crustaceans with long antennae, two pincer claws, and eight legs.

i\ X . Grow up to 5” long with a light to dark brown body.

. Adistinctive rusty-red spot on both sides of their carapace (hard upper shell).
Spots can vary in size and darkness.

. Large, more robust claws than native crayfish, often featuring dark black
bands at the tips.

« With closed claws, an oval-shaped gap appears between them.

Look-alikes
Red swamp crayfish (Procambarus clarkii) (invasive)
Northern Clearwater crayfish (Orconectes propinquus) (native)
Calico crayfish (Faxonius immunis) (native)
Cirile crayfish (Faxonius virilis) (native)

Mainly spread by illegal release of aquarium pets and improper disposal of
live bait. Releasing or discarding unwanted aquatic plants or animals in or
near public waters is illegal.

Clean all invasive species from boats, trailers, and other equipment.
Drain water from boats, ballast tanks, motors, and live wells before leaving.
. Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash.
Winona Dry boats and equipment to ensure young mussels are not transported.
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