Invasive Species Highlight

Round leaf Bittersweet

Round leaf bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) was originally brought to North America in the
mid-1860s from Eastern Asia as an ornamental plant. The species has since spread throughout
the temperate eastern U.S. and Canada, including several counties in Minnesota.

Environmental Impact
Round leaf bittersweet is a deciduous, woody vine that dominates
forest stands, shades the understory, and suppresses or prevents
the growth of other plant species. These vines girdle trees,
leading to tree mortality, while the vine weight in the canopy can
break trees, resulting in a hazardous environment.

! Identification

{ . Light brown to gray. Can grow up to 66’.

@8 . Leaves are green, turning yellow in fall, are alternate, vary in shape from

‘ oblong to round, 2-5” long, 1.4-2” wide, and have rounded toothed edges.
« Only female plants produce fruit, occur in spring with clusters of 2-7 at

oL : the leaf axils. Each flower has 5 petals, 5 sepals, and are green/yellow.

@ ¢ . Fruits are round, transitioning from green to bright red with yellow

capsules. They grow in clusters of 3-7 along the stem near the leaf axils

and can persist all winter.

i + Roots grow horizontally underground, sending up new shoots.

Look-alikes
American bittersweet (Celastrus scandens) is a native vine in
Minnesota. The fruit features orange capsules surrounding red
berries. Flowers and fruit are found exclusively at the terminal
ends (tips) of the stems.

Report new occurrences

Submit a report through , emailing
reportapest@state.mn.us or calling Report a Pest (1-888-545-6684).
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https://sso.bugwood.org/login?app_id=eddmaps&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eeddmaps%2Eorg%2Freport%2Findex%2Ecfm
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/reportapest
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