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Invasive Phragmites (Phragmites australis subsp. australis), also known as invasive common 
reed, was first introduced to North America around 1800. As of 2024, 2,299 populations have 

been verified in Minnesota. Legally a prohibited control species, no transportation, propagation, 
or sale is allowed. Efforts must be made to prevent seed maturation and dispersal.  

Report new occurrences  
Submit a report through EDDMapS, iNaturalist, emailing              
phragmites@umn.edu or contacting your local SWCD. 

Environmental Impact 

Non-native Phragmites are a fast-spreading, non-native grass that 
threatens wildlife, recreation, and ecosystem health. During the growing 

season, it can grow over 15’ tall and form dense populations. These           
populations disrupt ecosystems by replacing diverse wetland            

communities with dense monocultures, altering hydrology and nutrient 
cycles. It aggressively overtakes habitats, outcompeting native aquatic 
plants and reducing biodiversity. Its thick stands provide poor shelter, 

food, and nesting habitat for native wildlife, while also obstructing views 
and limiting access to open water along shorelines.  

Identification 

• Wetland grass that can grow over 15 feet in height. 
• Blue-green leaves that are 15-20” long, adhere tightly to the stem, and 

the ligule, located where the leaf meets the stem, is less than 1mm.  
• Stems are rough in texture and lack round, black fungal spots. 
• Flower heads develop in early August, is a dense feathery cluster,  

purple-brown in color that later turn golden.  
• Roots can grow up to 60’ long and 6’ deep, allowing wide spreading.  

Look-alikes 

Non-native phragmites resemble several native wetland species.    
Using references and trainings will help distinguish these species. 
Native look-alikes include native phragmites, bluejoint, lake sedge, 

rattlesnake grass, and prairie cordgrass.  

https://sso.bugwood.org/login?app_id=eddmaps&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eeddmaps%2Eorg%2Freport%2Findex%2Ecfm
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commonreed 

“Non-native subspecies of Phragmites (Common Reed) (Phragmites australis 
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