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Leafy spurge (Euphorbia virgata) is native to Eurasia and was introduced to Minnesota in 1890 
as seed in a bushel of oats. It was estimated that over 800,000 acres throughout the state were 

infested by 1992. To combat this, 9 million leafy spurge beetles (Aphthona lacertose) were       
released in over 2,000 sites as a biological control. Although the biocontrol is a cost effective 

method, there are reported populations in every county throughout the state.  

Report new occurrences  
Submit a report through EDDMaps, iNaturalist, Seek or                      

by contacting your local SWCD.  

Environmental Impact 
Leafy spurge spreads aggressively through underground stems 

and roots, quickly overtaking surrounding vegetation, and its 
seeds can explosively travel up to 20’ and remain viable for 10 
years. It disperses easily through wildlife, wind, water, vehicles, 

contaminated soil, hay, and disturbed areas like roadsides. Once 
established, leafy spurge reduces pasture productivity, prevents 
hay harvesting, and displaces native plants and wildlife habitat.  

Look-alikes  
Cypress spurge (invasive) - shorter with thinner leaves  

Butter and eggs (invasive) - flowers are yellow with a long spur 
Flowering spurge (native) - white flowers and attached in whorls  

Identification 

• Herbaceous plant that grows 2’-4’ tall. Stems, flowers, and 
leaves emit a white milky sap when broken 

• Leaves are smooth edged, grow up to 3”, and are alternate  
• Flowers have showy yellow-green bracts, are grouped in     

umbrella-shaped clusters with 7-10 flowers and open in late 
May and bloom from June into fall  

• Roots grow 15’-30’ deep and can spread 15’ to the side; 
Plants can reproduce vegetatively from crown and root buds  
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