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Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum) is native to eastern Asia and was brought to the 
United States in the late 1800s for use of erosion control and ornamental purposes. Known to be 
clones of a single female plant, this species hybridizes with giant knotweed to form the Bohemian 

knotweed species. Japanese knotweed is legally considered a prohibited control species. 

Report new occurrences  
Submit a report through EDDMaps, iNaturalist, Seek or by contacting 

your local SWCD.  

Environmental Impact 
Japanese knotweed creates dense, towering thickets that over-
shadow and crowd out native plants, harm habitats for fish and 

wildlife, disrupt waterways, and contribute to erosion and flooding. 
Its growth through pavement cracks and along edges of paved 

surfaces can also lead to infrastructure damage.  

Identification 

• Stems emerge from the ground a purple/green color, later maturing to a 
green in summer and red/brown in fall. Stems are smooth and are hollow 
at the joint where the leaf meets the stem.  

• Leaves are alternate, 4-6” long, 3-4” wide, broadly oval, dark green  on the 
upper surface and light green on the lower surface.  

• Flowers bloom in late summer, are green/white in color and branched 
clusters grow from leaf axils near the end of stems.  

• Seeds are small, winged pods that carry small, shiny, triangular seeds.  
• Roots allow spread by getting to 65+ feet in length, with root fragments       

producing new plants.  

Look-alikes 

Japanese knotweed has two look-alikes that are also invasive 
and considered a prohibited control species. These include Giant 
knotweed and Bohemian knotweed. Giant knotweed is taller and 

significantly larger while Bohemian knotweed has larger        
heart-shaped leaves.  
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