Invasive Species Highlight

Non-native Bush Honeysuckle

Non-native bush honeysuckles, originally from central and eastern Asia, were brought to the
U.S. for use as ornamental shrubs, erosion control, and wildlife habitat. In Minnesota, four
species are of particular concern: Tatarian (Lonicera tatarica), Morrow’s (L. morrowii), Bell’s
(L. x bella), and Amur (L. maackii). Due to widespread planting and dispersal, they are now
common across much of the state.

Environmental Impact
Non-native honeysuckles leaf out earlier in the spring and retain their leaves
later into the fall than native shrubs, allowing them to shade out and
outcompete native plants. They also begin absorbing water and nutrients
sooner, limiting these essential resources for native species. In autumn, their
bright red to orange-yellow berries are easily visible and often eaten by birds.
The berries offer little nutritional value and birds then spread the seeds to new |
areas. Their shallow root systems also contribute to increased soil erosion. | 119
Identification B
« All four species are upright deciduous shrubs that have long arching branch-
es, growing 8-20’ tall.
. Leaves are opposite, simple, oval, and untoothed; but vary between species.
. Mature stems have shaggy bark and are often hollow between the nodes.
Young stems are slightly hairy and light brown.
. Flowers are tubular, fragrant, bloom in May/June, and are either pink, white,
or red. Flowers are also arranged in pairs.
« Fruits are spherical, smooth red or orange-yellow berrles Iocated in palrs at
the leaf axil. Each fruit contains many seeds. Cabg e e -
« Roots are fibrous, shallow and thin.
Look-alikes
Fly honeysuckle (Lonivera canadensis): Native honeysuckle has
a solid stem rather than a hollow stem.
Bush honeysuckle (Diervilla lonicera): Native honeysuckle has
elongated capsules for fruit rather than round berries. Has
toothed leaf edges and a solid stem center.

Report new occurrences

Submit a report through EDDMaps, iNaturalist, Seek or
Winona by contacting your local SWCD.
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