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Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolate) was likely introduced to the United Station in the 1800’s for   
culinary or medicinal uses. Its tiny seeds can be transported in mud on shoes or equipment, 
making it common along heavily used trails and ditches along roadsides. Garlic mustard is a   

prohibited species, making it illegal to import, sell, or transport.  

Report new occurrences  
Submit a report through EDDMaps, iNaturalist, Seek or                      

by contacting your local SWCD.  

Environmental Impact 
Garlic mustard is a highly invasive plant that threatens        

forest health and biodiversity. It outcompetes native             
understory species by forming dense mats and releasing 
chemicals that hinder their growth, even in undisturbed,     

high-quality woodlands.  

Identification 

Garlic mustard is a noxious biennial weed that changes appearance as it 
matures. It starts as a low rosette of scalloped leaves and, in its second 
year, grows a tall stem with white flowers. Gives off a strong garlic smell 
when crushed.  
• Leaves arranged alternate to each other along stem, scallop-edged, 

kidney-shaped and light to dark green.  
• Flower are white, small, have 4 petals and flower from May-June. 
• Plants have slender capsules that are 1-2.5” long, each containing 

row of oval black seeds.  
• Roots have a white slender taproot that is “S”-shaped at the top.  

Look-alikes 

Common look-alikes are listed below, including native and non-

native species. When crushed, these will not smell like garlic.  
Wild ginger (Asarum canadense) 

Wild violets (Viola sororia or Viola papilionacea) 
Crinkleroot (Cardamine diphylla) 

Creeping Charlie (Glechoma hederacea) 
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