
Invasive Species Highlight 

Faucet Snail 

Visit our website for additional Invasive Species Highlights - winonaswcd.org 

For any questions, call Abbi Hoffman - 507-523-2171 x113 

Faucet snail (Bithynia tentaculata) is native to Europe and was unintentionally brought to the 
Great Lakes through contaminated ballast waters in the 1870s. The first confirmed population in 
Minnesota was in Lake Winnibigoshish in 2008. They are now recorded in varies water bodies 

throughout the state. Faucet snail is a legally prohibited invasive species, meaning it is unlawful 
to possess, import, purchase, transport, or introduce this species unless under permit. 

Clean all invasive species from boats, trailers, and other equipment.  
Drain water from boats, ballast tanks, motors, and live wells before leaving. 

Dry boats and equipment to ensure young mussels are not transported. 

Environmental Impact 

Faucet snails have a lifespan of 1-3 years and can produce 
~300 eggs during that time. The snail is an intermediate host   
for three intestinal trematodes that cause mortality in ducks    
and coots and can cause large bird die-offs. Faucet snails       

also compete with native snails for food and habitat and can    
clog water intake pipes and equipment.    

Identification 

• Small animal with coiled spiral shells that grow up to half inch 
long. The shell is longer than it is wide. 

• Light brown to black in color, with 4-5 coils (whorls) in the 
shell.  

• Shell opening is on the right when the shell is pointed up.  
• The opening has an operculum (“trapdoor”) that encloses the 

opening and has concentric rings that resemble a bullseye. 
This operculum may be missing when the snail is dead.  

Look-alikes 

New Zealand mudsnails (invasive) - only grow 1/8”-1/4” long 

There are many native snails in Minnesota that may look similar. 
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