Invasive Species Highlight

Curly-leaf pondweed

Curly-leaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus) is a submerged aquatic plant originating from
Eurasia, Africa, and Australia. This species was first found in North America in the 1840s and
rapidly expanded across the Northeast and Great Lakes regions by the early 1900s. Currently,
750 water bodies in Minnesota are infested, spreading throughout 70 out of the 87 counties.

Environmental Impact
Curly-leaf pondweed can grow in waters up to 15 feet deep and forms
dense surface mats in spring, hampering recreational activities for
swimmers and boaters. These mats outcompete native plants, altering
vegetation structures that serve as forage and shelter for waterfowl, fish,
invertebrates, and algae-eating zooplankton. My mid-summer, it dies off,
accumulating on shorelines. Generally, this invasive pondweed is one of
the first to come up in spring and dies in mid-summer. The spread of the
pondweed occurs by the transfer of plant fragments, primarily on
trailered boats, from one body of water to another.

Identification
. Leaves are arranged alternately, typically 0.5-3.5” long, 0.25-0.5”
\\é wide, has an obvious midvein, is distinctly wavy (lasagna-like) and
\ {/ | have serrated edges with a rounded tip.

Aq.g \/ £{_ + Flowers grow on short spikes above the water, appear red/brown

: w"’"\k\%_; to green in color and are approximately 1” tall.

i « Reproductive structures, called turions, are brown, 0.5” in size and
look like sharp small pinecones.

-

Look-alikes
Curly-leaf pondweed resembles several native, beneficial pondweeds
commonly found in Minnesota, but it can be identified by its serrated leaf
edges. Native species include Broad-leaf pondweed, Clasping-leaf
pondweed, White-stem pondweed, and Narrow-leaf pondweed.

Report new occurrences

Submit a report through EDDMapS, emailing “Report a Pest” at
reportapest@state.mn.us or calling Report a Pest (1-888-545-6684).
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