Invasive Species Highlight

Invasive Carp

Invasive carp refers to 3 main species: bighead, silver, and grass carp. These were originally
introduced to the U.S. in the 1970s to help control aquatic plants, algae, and snails in
aquaculture and water treatment systems. Minnesota’s first known capture was a grass carp
near Winona in 1977. Since, bighead carp were found in Lake St. Croix in 1996, and silver carp

appeared in the Mississippi River (Pool 8) in 2008.

Environmental Impact
Invasive carp threaten aquatic ecosystems by disrupting food webs, damaging
aquatic vegetation, and competing with native species for resources. Silver
carp pose an additional risk to human health and recreation due to their
tendency to leap out of the water when disturbed. Grass carp can severely
reduce aquatic plants that support waterfowl and young fish. Bighead and silver
carp are highly invasive filter-feeders that have overwhelmed river ecosystems
like the Mississippi, sometimes making up 75% of fish biomass.

Identification

small scales, and a jaw without teeth.

Bighead: Up to 1.3 meters in length, weigh up to 110Ibs, and live at least 9
years. Silver in color with dark blotches along dorsal region, and have scaleless
heads.

Silver: Up to 1 meter in length, weigh up to 77lbs, and live up to 20 years. Like
bighead, they are silver and lack head scales, but have a distinct downward-
slanting mouth.

Grass: Up to 1.5 meters in length, weigh up to 99Ibs, and can live up to 21

Look-alikes
Invasive carp may resemble may native fish such as Bigmouth buffalo,
Smallmouth buffalo, Gizzard shad, Mooneye and the Emerald shiner.

Sightings and captures of invasive carp in Minnesota have been

increasing in recent years. If you catch an invasive carp, it must be
Winona reported to the Minnesota DNR immediately at 651-587-2781.
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