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Winona County Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) has the 
unique designation as the oldest, and 

one of the newest SWCDs in the State 
of Minnesota.  On May 3, 1938, the 
Burns-Homer-Pleasant Conservation 

District was formed; this was the first 
Conservation District in Minnesota.  
Over time, two more Conservation Dis-
tricts; the Rollingstone-Stockton-Gilm-
ore and the Whitewater were formed 
in Winona County.  Mergers of these 
Conservation Districts in 1958 and 
1986 formed what is now known as the 
Winona County SWCD.

Many significant events led to the 
forming and continuation of these Con-
servation Districts.  These are some of 
those events:

A History of 
Conservation
& Headlines:
1930s: Extreme erosion, flooding and 
yield losses spark interest in forming 
conservation district.  Civilian Con-
servation Corps (CCC) camps and Soil 
Conservation Service aid farmers in 
controlling erosion of soil.
1937: Contour strips with alternating 
corn and hay strips is one of the practic-
es introduced to help conserve the soil.
May 3, 1938: The State of Minnesota 
certified the organization of the Burns-
Homer-Pleasant Conservation District, 
being the first in the State of Minne-
sota.  200 attend first meeting under the 
new law at Homer Hall.
1939: The State certified the Rolling-
stone-Stockton-Gilmore Conservation 
District, the second in Minnesota.
1941: The State certified the Whitewa-
ter Conservation District, the ninth in 
Minnesota.
1950s: Terraces and crop-pasture rota-
tions are two of the practices being uti-
lized to help reduce the rate of runoff 
and conserve the soil.  Pleasant Valley 
Flood Control to start soon.  Five struc-
tures completed in Valley Project.
1958: The Rollingstone-Stockton-
Gilmore and the Whitewater Conserva-
tion Districts merged to form the Wi-
nona Conservation District.
1960s: Pleasant Valley Flood Plan 
Okayed; five new structures completed 
in the valley.
1970s: Contour plowing helps prevent 
erosion by stemming water running 
from higher ground.  Reducing tillage 
can save fuel.  Farmstead Shelterbelts – 
a most valuable asset.  Should 2 county 
soil districts be consolidated?

1980s: Topsoil is eroding too quickly.  
Commissioners give approval to Garvin 
Brook project funds.  Soil Survey com-
pleted.  Strip cropping – an end to soil 
erosion.  Conservation programs in 
danger.

1986: The Burns-Homer-Pleasant and 
the Winona Conservation Districts 
merged to form the Winona County Soil 
and Water Conservation District.
1980s: Extreme rainfall and flooding 
event ravages the small town of Pick-
wick and blows out Lake LaBelle.  Wi-
nona County SWCD, Minnesota Board 
of Water and Soil Resources and the 
Soil Conservation Service combine 
their efforts to restore Lake LaBelle 
and numerous flood control structures 
within the upstream watershed to help 
reduce or prevent future events.
1990s: Flood leaves Stockton reeling.  
The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources and local SWCDs work to-
gether to protect Minnesota’s resources 
by offering cost-share assistance and 
Conservation Easements.
2000s:  Drastic state budget cuts reduce 
technical and cost-share assistance dol-
lars available to SWCDs.
August 2007: Unprecedented rainfall 
hits much of Winona County, dropping 
as much as 17” of rain over a 24 hour 
period.  Erosion, landslides, washouts 
and flooding covers the county.  Local, 
State and Federal agencies and officials 
rallied together to assist in the cleanup 
and repair that followed this devastat-
ing flood.  In addition to technical and 
financial assistance from the local, state 
and federal agencies, Winona County 
SWCD was able to secure over $1.5 
million in financial assistance through 
special State Legislation and the Min-
nesota Board of Water and Soil Re-
sources for repairs within the county.  
This assistance on over 200 sites ranged 
from repair and new ponds and grassed 
waterways, to landslide and slump re-
pairs, and streambank stabilization in-
cluding a site in Minnesota City with 
a number of houses hanging over the 
edge of a washed out stream bank.

November 4, 2008: Voters approve the 
Clean Water, Land & Legacy Amend-
ment to the constitution to:  protect 
drinking water sources; protect, en-
hance, and restore wetlands, prairies, 
forests, and fish, game, and wildlife 
habitat; preserve arts and cultural heri-
tage; support parks and trails; and pro-
tect, enhance, and restore lakes, rivers, 
streams, and groundwater.

The Winona County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District was pleased 
to announce the Win-Cres Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited as the 2012 Outstand-
ing Conservationist. Win-Cres was 
honored with state recognition at the 
annual meeting of the Minnesota Asso-
ciation of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, December 2-4, 2012 in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota.

Each year, the state’s SWCDs rec-
ognize individuals and organizations 
for outstanding accomplishments in 
implementing conservation practices 
and improving Minnesota’s natural 
resources.  The award program is con-
ducted with support from The Farmer 
magazine, and the award ceremony re-
ceives sponsorship from the Minnesota 
Corn Growers Association.

 The Win-Cres Chapter of Trout Un-
limited has worked effortlessly to im-
prove the Big Trout Creek, Pine Creek, 
Rush Creek, Garvin Brook, and Trout 
Run Creek through water monitoring 
stations, habitat improvements, clean-
up coordination, and education.

Win-Cres frequently holds clean-
up days along the Garvin Brook.  Its 
largest effort solicited help from high 
school students from Winona Senior 
High School, Rushford-Peterson High 
School, and the Lewiston High School 
to pick-up trash, pull garlic mustard, 
and remove woody debris.  

Currently, Win-Cres is working with 
the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources-Lanesboro Fisheries Office 
on restoration work along the Garvin 
Brook.  Work started in May with the 
removal of a beaver dam, the draining 
of the pond created by the dam.  A tem-
porary access road along the stretch of 
Garvin Brook for construction has been 
installed.  As weather and scheduling 
permits, crews will spend most of the 

summer on this habitat improvement 
project.

 Other projects in May and June in-
cluded a half-dozen Win-Cres Trout 
Unlimited members removing woody 
debris from a stretch of Gribben Creek, 
members working with the Lewis-
ton Sportsmen’s Club to help intro-
duce youngsters in Lewiston Sum-
mer Recreation Program to fishing 
on June 4th and 11th, and members 
worked with Whitewater State Park 
for a “Take-a-Kid Fishing” event held 
on Saturday, June 8.   Look for their 
first annual Veterans’ Fly Fishing Ex-
travaganza and Picnic in Lanesboro in 
August and their first-ever fundrais-
ing Wild-Game Feed in November!  

The search is on for 
the 2013 outstanding
conservationist

Winona County SWCD is now 
looking for the 2013 Outstand-
ing Conservationist. Each year, the 
SWCD recognizes a local land-
owner, family, or organization as the 
Winona County Outstanding Con-
servationist of the Year.    This is an 
opportunity for the district to 
recognize the local conser-
vation efforts happening 
in Winona County.  The 
district supervisors and 
staff are asking for help.  
We would like to give the 
public a chance to make 
nominations.  This gives 
a chance for peers to help 
find and recognize those 
who have worked hard to 
achieve their conservation 
goals.

The District Board will 
review all nominations 

and make the final selection.  The se-
lected 2013 Outstanding Conservation-
ist will be honored at the December 
luncheon at the annual convention of 
the Minnesota Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts (MAS-
WCD) in St. Paul, Minnesota.

If you would like to nominate a land-
owner, family, or organization,  please 
send a letter to the district explaining 
who and why your nomination is de-
serving of the award by July 31, 2013.  
If you have any questions, please con-
tact Bree Maki at the Winona County 
SWCD, 400 Wilson Street, Lewiston, 
Minn. or brein.maki@winonaswcd.
com or (507) 523-2171 ext. 101.

who we are
Winona County SWCD
P.O. Box 39, 400 Wilson Street
Lewiston, MN 55952

Phone: (507) 523-2171 
Fax (507) 523-3717

Daryl Buck
District Manager
Phone Ext. 112
daryl.buck@winonaswcd.com

Bree Maki
Office Administrator 
Phone Ext. 101
brein.maki@winonaswcd.com

Amanda Gentry
Feedlot Technician
Phone Ext. 114
amanda.gentry@winonaswcd.com

Mark Root
Resource Specialist
Phone Ext. 108
mark.root@winonaswcd.com

Natural Resource 
Conservation Service
Sue Glende
District Conservationist
Phone Ext. 102
Sue.Glende@mn.usda.gov

David Dockter
Soil Conservation Technician 
Phone Ext. 111
David.Dockter@mn.usda.gov

S.E. SRF JPB
Pete Fryer  
Engineer
Phone Ext. 113
pfryer@winonaswcd.com

Whitewater Joint
Powers Board
Sheila Harms 
Phone Ext. 110
whitewaterwatershed@gmail.com
____________________________

Winona County
SWCD Supervisors
Area I
Leo Speltz
leo.speltz@winonaswcd.com

Area II
Arlene Nelson
arlene.nelson@winonaswcd.com

Area III
Paul Schollmeier
paul.schollmeier@winonaswcd.com

Area IV
Jim Riddle
jim.riddle@winonaswcd.com

Area V
Mark Zimmerman
mark.zimmerman@winonaswcd.com

in conservation
WINONA COUNTY

  1938 - 2013

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS

2012 Winona County SWCD Outstanding Conservationist

Conservation Team from left to right, Mark, Bree, Amanda, Daryl, 
Pete, Sue and Dave.

Supervisors from left to right, Leo Speltz, Arlene Nelson, Mark Zim-
merman, Paul Schollmeier, and Jim Riddle.

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a locally elected unit of 
government promoting soil and 
water conservation and environ-
mental protection through land-
owner assistance, educational 
and planning activities, and co-
ordination of public and private 
efforts and by serving as a forum 
on natural resource issues.

Monthly
Board Meeting
Information
Winona County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Board of 
Supervisors hold their regular 
monthly board meeting at 9:00 
a.m. on the second Wednes-
day of every month, at the Ag 
Service Center at 400 Wilson 
Street, Lewiston, Minnesota.

Upcoming events
and Tree Orders
Keep informed of upcoming 
events by visiting our website.

Also, look for the 2013-2014 
SWCD Tree Order Form in
October 2013 on our website
at www.winonaswcd.org.
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When Lyle Bonow and his sons Ryan 
and Taylor, of rural Lewiston,  contact-
ed The Winona County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) in early 
2011, they knew that they had manure 
storage concerns on their operation and 
wanted to do something to ease them. 
They were also looking to the future of 
their farming operation and keeping the 
family farm alive.

The SWCD and NRCS staff worked 
with Bonows to identify the feedlot 
concerns, review the site conditions and 
limitations, evaluate solution options, 
and identify the best financial assistance 
options for their operation.  The SWCD 
enlisted the aid of the Southeast Min-
nesota SWCD Technical Support Joint 
Powers Board (SRF JPB) Engineer, 
Pete Fryer, to design and engineer the 
project.  The SRF JPB is an organization 
that consists of 11 SWCDs throughout 
the Southeast Minnesota Area and is 
available to provide assistance for proj-
ects consisting of feedlot run-off con-
trol practices and erosion control Best 
Management Practices (BMPs).  The 
Bonows were interested in manure stor-
age that could be contained from the 
operation and used on the land during 
the year as a resource (fertilizer).   The 
final project involved abandoning all 
existing outdoor feedlots, constructing a 
new animal free stall structure, install-
ing a milkhouse wastewater storage 

system, and building a manure storage 
pit.  All of the water was diverted from 
the entire operation away from the fa-
cilities and allows the operation to run 
clean.  The SWCD and NRCS were 
able to secure funds through the Clean 
Water Fund Grant Program, Minnesota 
AgBMP Loan program, and the Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentive Program. 

“It was important for us to keep up 
with the rules and regulations of ma-
nure management. We wanted to plan 
ahead in order to give Ryan and Taylor 

an opportunity to continue on the family 
farm.” said Bonow.  Sometimes, work-
ing with government agencies can seem 
cumbersome and confusing for land-
owners, but everyone at the Conserva-
tion Office is willing to help respond 
to any questions and concerns a land-
owner may have. 

Bonow continued, “We have told 
other farmers about opportunities avail-
able and recommend them to call the 
Conservation Office if interested in do-
ing something to improve their opera-

tion.  Communication and patience are 
extremely important when working with 
multiple government agencies and con-
tractors.”  Due to the Bonows positive 
experience, they keep well informed 
about other available programs and fi-
nancial opportunities to protect soil and 
water resources on their farm.

Like the Bonows, most landowner’s 
are aware of concerns on their farm 
operations.  Through the partnerships 
of the SWCD, NRCS, SE SRF, and the 
County Feedlot Officer, we provide 
technical assistance to assist landowners 
to meet long term solutions.  Solutions 
may include, but are not limited to grass 
filter strips to filter dirty water that runs 
off the lot, manure storage, milkhouse 
wastewater treatment systems, and 
clean water diversions.  We will look at 
the best choice of Cost-Share options to 
fit your operation.  Applying for finan-
cial assistance through the Clean Water 
Fund or EQIP takes time, so landowners 
are encouraged to plan ahead.  

If you feel your operation could value 
from a technical assessment, we encour-
age you to contact the Conservation Of-
fice to schedule a time to talk about your 
operation.  Let us help you meeting your 
operation goals.  For more information 
on feedlot programs, please contact 
Amanda Gentry at (507) 523-2171 ext. 
114.

Have you experienced a landslide? 
Has a sinkhole opened up in your 
field or backyard?  Are you concerned 
about water or soil drainage issues?  
You’re definitely not alone in dealing 
with these concerns. Winona County 
has experienced several significant 
torrential rain events in the recent past 
and a severe drought that have exag-
gerated previous drainage issues to the 
point of being significant problems in 
the landscape and to our water qual-
ity. In addition, previously constructed 
waterways, diversions, storm water 
ponds, and terraces have been seri-
ously deteriorated and are in need of 
rehabilitation.

 Unhealthy soils may also contribute 
to severe erosion problems because 
they inhibit rapid infiltration of sur-
face water which allows this water 
to continue downstream increasing 
in volume  and to cut deeper into the 
landscape. Unhealthy soils are caused 
by over compaction on wet soils 
which restricts capillary water flow 
and reduces biological activity, exces-
sive rain and wind erosion, poor till-
age practices which accelerate organic 
matter decomposition, and overgraz-
ing that weakens root systems. There 
are several practices available for fi-
nancial assistance through the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) which are used to improve 
soil function. These include the in-

stallation of cover crops, conserva-
tion crop rotation, prescribed grazing, 
residue and tillage management, and 
contour farming.

The Winona SWCD (Soil and Water 
Conservation District) and the NRCS 
may be able to assist landowners and 
producers with these issues by provid-
ing technical assistance and advice, 
as well as financially with cost-share 
opportunities. The SWCD adminis-
ters the State Conservation Programs 
while the NRCS administers the Fed-
eral Conservation Programs. These 
programs have similar applications, 
requirements, and timelines. Both 
programs may be considered in deal-
ing with your particular problem or 
projects. 

To begin the process, the landowner 
only needs to call one of our experi-
enced professionals and discuss the 
issues you are having and to set up an 
appointment to visit the site. During 
the site visit, we will review the exist-
ing site conditions, assess the source 
of the problem, and discuss possible 
design opportunities or solutions 
which will work best for your indi-
vidual situation. The staff will prepare 
preliminary cost estimates for your 
review and consideration.  A meet-
ing will be scheduled to discuss the 
programs and help determine which 
program best fits your needs, your 
responsibilities in regard to operation 

and maintenance, and answer any 
questions or concerns you may have. 

If the Environmental Quality Incen-
tive Program (EQIP) program is se-
lected, the application is ranked and 
scored and then competes for funding 
with other projects in the area with 
similar resource concerns.  The fund-
ing is no longer based on a percentage, 
but is a flat-rate payment based on the 
practice being completed.

If State Cost-Share is selected, the 
project is placed on a first come first 
serve list for available funds.   If ad-
equate funds are not available at the 
time of your application, your name 
and project would be placed into 
the grant application and submitted 
through the Clean Water Fund Appli-
cation.  These funds are very limited, 
so timing and planning ahead is the 
key to success in attaining these funds. 

If your project is funded, the site will 
be surveyed (if needed), then designed 
to NRCS standards and specifica-
tions.  Once designed, you may obtain 
bids from contractors of your choice.  
Once a contractor is chosen and the 
site conditions are favorable, the con-
struction may begin. During construc-
tion, a representative from the NRCS 
or SWCD will be out periodically to 
visually verify the work being done 
meets the design and specifications. 
Following completion of the improve-
ments, the representative will verify 
its completion in accordance with the 
plans and specifications and sign off 
on the contract. 

Both programs have been very pop-
ular with county residents and produc-
ers and may be combined to maximize 
conservation program opportunities.   
Planning ahead is the key to solving 
or minimizing future erosion and en-
vironmental catastrophes. These prob-
lems usually start small as a trickle 
and turn into substantial gullies if left 
unattended.  Please do your part in 
protecting water quality and the soil 
from being eroded.  For more infor-
mation, contact David Dockter, NRCS 
or Mark Root, SWCD for assistance at 
(507)523-2171 ext. 3.

The Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 
has a few practices that now require 
advanced planning on the produc-
er’s part. Part of this advanced plan-
ning is to develop a preliminary plan 
called a Conservation Activity Plan 
(CAP) prior to receiving financial 
assistance for the installation on the 
practice itself detailed for your spe-
cific operation.  CAPs have been tar-
geted primarily for Ag Waste facility 
and forestland/forestry assessments. 
CAPs are required and intended to 
determine the feasibility of the prac-
tices for your specific operation.  
The practices that require CAP plans 
are drainage water management, nu-
trient management and pest manage-
ment, manure storage, grazing man-
agement, Ag Energy Management, 
and barnyard run-off systems. In 
order to apply for EQIP funding for 
implementation, the CAP needs to 
be developed by an approved Tech-
nical Service Provider (TSP).  

Technical Service Providers 
(TSPs) are individuals or businesses 
that have technical expertise in con-
servation planning and design for a 
variety of conservation activities. 
TSPs are hired by farmers, ranch-
ers, private businesses, nonprofit 
organizations, or public agencies to 
provide these services on behalf of 
the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS). Each certi-
fied TSP is listed on the NRCS-TSP 
online registry, Tech Reg.  The TSP 
registration and approval process in-
volves meeting the required training 
and verification of essential educa-
tion, knowledge, skills and abilities.  
On the web page, individuals can 
search for the practices that are of in-
terest to them to implement on their 
farm. It is recommended that indi-
viduals work closely with the NRCS 
office when thinking about using 
a TSP to perform the work. Open 
communication between NRCS and 
the farmers, ranchers, nonprofit or-
ganizations, or public agencies is 
needed to provide these services. 
Funding is limited. To find out more 
about TSPs and the services they can 
provide, visit http://www.nrcs.usda.
gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/
programs/technical/tsp/.

For more information about the 
EQIP-CAP program or if hiring a 
TSP is right for you, contact the 
NRCS Office at (507)523-2171 ext. 
3.

Got erosion? Looking for solutions?

Making your feedlot a success story

Who can help 
me develop a 
Conservation 
Activity Plan 
(CAP)?

Five Principles
Helping soil microbes 
help the plants
1) Keep the soil covered with growing 
plants and/or their residues to conserve 
moisture and protect the soil from the 
force of falling raindrops; soil aggregates 
that remain intact at the soil surface help 
water to infiltrate to the plants’ roots.  A 
crop residue mulch also suppresses 
weeds and keeps the soil cool and moist—
a favorable habitat for soil organisms.
2) Minimize soil disturbance.  Tillage com-
pacts the soil and leaves it bare and vul-
nerable to erosion.  Misuse of fertilizers or 
pesticides disturbs the soil chemically and 
biologically.  Both these scenarios create 
a hostile environment for soil organisms. 
3) Diversify with crop diversity, and the soil 
organisms will also be diverse creating 
a variety of food and energy chains and 
webs that utilize as many different sourc-
es of food as possible in the soil.
4) Continual live plants grow living roots 
throughout the year, and the root zone is 
the most active part of the soil factory.  
Roots feed the soil organisms responsible 
for breaking down crop residues and cy-
cling the nutrients in the soil so they are 
available to the plants.  When living roots 
are absent, the process is much slower.
5) Livestock integration helps to recycle 
nutrients and build organic matter through 
the use of manure.  Livestock utilize pas-
ture and hay and other forages which en-
rich and protect the soil.

Thursday, June 27th, 2013 5 - 8 p.m.
Greden’s Ponderosa Dairy   |   18238 County Road 28, Altura, Minnesota

Go North on Hwy 61 take a left on Hwy 248 go 8.8 miles to Co. Rd. 31,
turn right go 1.7 miles to Co. Rd. 28, follow signs for parking

Family Night 
on the Farm

Cover Crops
and Soil Health
Are You Covered?
Winona County is faced with erosion, sedi-
ment, and water quality issues on a daily 
basis.  The best way to address this is at 
the source.  Did you know that most ero-
sion in agricultural land starts from run-off 
on low residue cropland in the fall after 
harvest and in the spring before planting?
The current farming environment has re-
sulted in more cropland being farmed with 
continuous row and low residue crops and 
more crop residue being removed and 
utilized for other purposes on the farm.  
The Winona County Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) and Natural Re-
source Conservation Service (NRCS) offer 
financial assistance or incentives to utilize 
cover crops to help alleviate this problem.
Instead of leaving fields bare, producers 
can enroll acres in the Soil Health (Cover 
Crop) Initiative available through the NRCS 
Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
(EQIP).  Cover Crops put a temporary cover 
on fields after early harvested crops like 
peas, sweet corn, or corn for silage and 
can help reduce wind and water erosion.  
Additional benefits of cover crops include: 
increases soil health by improving soil 
structure, adds soil organic matter and 
soil moisture management, minimizes 
and reducesoil compaction, uses up ex-
cess nutrients in the soil profile, provides 
nutrients for the next crop, increases car-
bon sequestration, provides supplemental 
forages, provides weed suppression and 
increases biodiversity cover and food for 
wildlife.
More information on cover crops can be 
found at http://www.winonaswcd.org/
Programs/Soil%20Health.htm.  Included 
on this page is a link to the Midwest Cover 
Crop Council – Cover Crop Decision Tool.  
This tool will help you identify the proper 
cover crop species for you situation.  Al-
though individual species can act as cover 
crops, multi species mixtures are not only 
recommended, but also required for some 
conservation programs.  Examples of cov-
er crop species include: cereal rye, oats, 
barley, clover, and oil seed radish.  The 
tool provides recommendations on plant-
ing dates and other cover crop species
Landowners interested in cover crops are 
encouraged to contact the Conservation 
Office before planting any cover crop to 
see if there is a program that is right for 
you. 
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Is a Land Conservation Program right for me?
Do you want to improve water qual-

ity and provide better habitat for the 
wildlife on your land?  Do you have 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
acres soon expiring?  

There may be programs available 
to convert current marginal agricul-
tural land (such as wet areas, steep 
hillsides, along streams, and rocky 
fields) to water quality and wildlife 
habitat.  The Winona County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD), 
Natural Resource Conservation Ser-

vice (NRCS), and the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) can assist you to find 
the program(s) that best meet your 
conservation goals.  

Money is now available through the 
Reinvest in Minnesota program.  The 
easements are permanent with the State 
of Minnesota and administered by the 
Board of Soil and Water Resources 
(BWSR) and implemented by the lo-
cal SWCDs.  This program is currently 
targeting stream buffers, hillside seeps 
(SW Winona County), and hill-top or 

bluff-land buffers. The easements can 
be applied to current Conservation 
Reserve Program contracts resulting 
in multiple payments.  Payments are 
based on the Assessors Average Town-
ship Values (AATV) for cropland.

For more information about the 10-
15 year CRP program, please contact 
Marilla at the Farm Service Agency 
(507)523-2171 ext. 103.  For more 
information about the RIM program, 
please contact Amanda at the SWCD 
Office (507)523-2171 ext. 114.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 
326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Clean Water Fund Grant Application
Just because something is buried underground 

doesn’t mean that it is safe for you or the envi-
ronment.  Septic systems can cause significant 
problems when they begin to fail.  They can allow 
for disease-causing pathogens to enter surface or 
ground water, making it unsafe for consumption or 
recreation.  They can also contribute to algae and 
plant growth in nearby streams and lakes.  

The Winona County Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) is currently working on a 2014 
Clean Water Fund grant proposal to help landown-
ers address this environmental and health threat.  
Qualifying applicants may receive up to 95% Cost-
Share for the voluntary replacement of their failing 
septic systems if the SWCD is awarded funding by 
the state.  Eligible recipients are individuals that 

either own and occupy the residence on the real 
property for which the improvement is to be made, 
or that have continuously resided in the residence, 
for at least ten years prior to the application date, 
on the real property for which the improvement is 
to be made.  In addition, to be eligible for the grant 
funds, the individual must qualify for either of 
the income thresholds established by the Winona 
County SWCD.

 In order to preliminarily qualify for grants under 
the SSTS Cost-Share Program, the systems need to 
be “imminent threat to public heath” and meet the 
local low income criteria and thresholds as estab-
lished by the Winona County SWCD.

If your household income levels fall into either of 
these categories and you would be interested in ap-
plying for this program, please contact Bree Maki 

at the Winona County Soil and Water Conservation 
District (507) 523-2171 ext. 101 or brein.maki@
winonaswcd.com.  Please be prepared to provide 
your name and telephone number, as we will need 
to gather some basic information from you for pre-
paring our grant application.  This preliminary ap-
plication does not guarantee funding.  If the SWCD 

is awarded funding for this proposal, we will need 
to have you submit an application for these funds 
and provide proof of income based upon the previ-
ous two years of income tax returns.  

Preliminary applications will be taken until Au-
gust 15, 2013. 

Is updating them worth
all your time and effort?

You may feel that updating your conservation 
plan is a difficult process and may think it is 
not worth the time.  That is by far not the case.  
The purpose of a conservation plan is to iden-
tify resource concerns on your farm and assist 
in finding solutions.  Staff is available to assist 
you to develop solutions and alternatives to ad-
dress the resource concerns identified in your 
operation. Having an updated conservation 
plan also is a good idea because many conser-
vation plans were done during the 1988-1990 
time period, which makes them 20-25 years 
old.  Farming has changed tremendously since 
then!   An updated plan can assist producers in 
making their operations more sustainable.

Conservation plans allow operators to retain 
eligibility to participate in Farm Bill programs 
and receive any future farm program benefits. 
This plan helps to assist producers in making 
implementation decisions.   Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and The Winona 
County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) staff have highly advanced photogra-
phy available that can aid in planning practices 
on your farm, including updated soils maps, 
tools that have improved our ability to assist 
you in identifying where on your farm certain 
practices may fit into your operation, the ability 
to identify conservation needs, and have a path 
in which to accomplish your operation goals.  
Staff work with the landowners to identify ob-
jectives so overall improvements and erosion 
control fixes can be accomplished.  The plan-
ning process assists producers in understanding 
current conservation programs to assist them 
with implementation of conservation practices.    
Having and following an updated plan can help 
producers avoid compliance issues and allow 
producers to maintain Federal Crop Insurance.  
The planning process is an interactive process 
that will help identify many conservation prac-
tice needs such as possible soil health improve-
ment practices, nutrient management practices, 
grassed waterways, grade stabilization struc-
tures, ponds, basins, and terraces.

So, do you think updating your conservation 
plan is a good idea?   Producers that do update 
their plans are surprised by the assistance avail-
able through our conservation office.  The plan-
ning is the most important step in the process 
and both the NRCS and SWCD staff are avail-
able to assist you to meet your operation goals.  
For more information about updating your con-
servation plan, please stop in the Conservation 
Office or contact Sue Glende, District Conser-
vationist, or any Conservation Office staff at 
(507)523-2171 ext. 3.

What is the Clean Water Fund?

Efforts to Address Failing Septic Systems

Conservation Plans

Please join the supervisors and staff to Celebrate 75 Years in 
Conservation from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. in the Entertainment Tent.    
We hope you are able to join us for a time to celebrate, reflect, 
share memories, and a have cookie.  Visit our website to learn 
more about the history of the district at www.winonaswcd.org

75 year anniversary
Celebration

at theFair

Maximum Low Income Cost-Share – up to 80% Cost-Share
Number of Persons in Household

1 2 3 4 5 6
$36,700 $41,900 $47,150 $52,400 $56,600 $60,800

Maximum Extremely Low Income Cost-Share – up to 95% Cost-Share
Number of Persons in Household

1 2 3 4 5 6
$22,384 $29,272 $36,160 $43,048 $49,936 $56,824

On November 4, 2008, Minnesota 
voters approved the Clean Water, 
Land & Legacy Amendment to the 
Minnesota’s Constitution.  This 
Amendment is to: protect drinking 
water sources; protect, enhance, 
and restore wetlands, prairies, for-
ests, and fish, game, and wildlife 
habitat; preserve arts and cultural 
heritage; support parks and trails; 
and protect, enhance, and restore 
lakes, rivers, streams, and ground-
water.

The Amendment increases the 
sales and use tax rate by three-
eighths of one percent on taxable 
sales, starting July 1, 2009 and 
continuing through 2034.  Those 
dollars are dedicated to four funds:  
Outdoor Heritage Fund, Clean Wa-
ter Fund, Parks and Trails Fund, 
and Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund. Since the Amendment was 

passed by Minnesota voters in Nov. 
2008, nearly $45 million has been 
invested in “on-the-ground” proj-
ects, where citizens and local gov-
ernments are installing conserva-
tion practices to improve the quality 
in our lakes, rivers and wetlands.  

The Winona County SWCD 
works hard with voluntary land-
owners each year to apply for these 
competitive funds.  The district 
has had unbelievable turnout from 
those who want to be involved with 
putting projects on the ground. 
These investments are making a 
dramatic difference in our commu-
nity’s landscape and improving our 
lakes, rivers, and streams.

At the end of August 2013, The 
Winona County SWCD will ap-
ply for funding  for more projects 
through the Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources’ competi-

tive grant process, including: 
• Feedlot Waste Management 

Projects
• SSTS Imminent Health Threat 

Abatement Projects
• Structure Rehabilitation and 

Cleanout Projects
• Gulley Grade Stabilization Proj-

ects
The Board of Soil and Water Re-

sources will approve projects and 
authorize grant agreements at its 
December 2013 Board meeting.  
Local Units of Government will be 
notified in January whether or not 
their grant applications were fund-
ed or not.  Visit the Board of Soil 
and Water Resources Clean Water 
Fund Stories page at http://www.
bwsr.state.mn.us/cleanwaterfund/
stories/ to see where your tax dol-
lars are being used throughout the 
state. 

 
For more information on projects 
happening in Winona County, visit 
www.winonaswcd.org.

The Winona County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) will be 
offering free water testing on Wednes-
day, July 10, 2013 from 3:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. at the Winona County Fair 
Entertainment Booth. This water test-
ing clinic will ONLY be testing nitrate 
levels.  

Nitrates are the most common con-
taminants in Minnesota’s groundwa-
ter, and in some areas of the state a 
significant number of wells have high 
nitrate levels.  With that in mind, ex-
perts recommend that private well 
owners who get their drinking wa-
ter from wells should test their water 
regularly.  

Nitrates are colorless, odorless, and 
tasteless and a naturally occurring 
form of nitrogen leached from soils.  
Nitrogen is an essential part of life.  In 
moderate amounts, nitrate is a harm-
less constituent of food and water.  The 
common sources of nitrate include 
fertilizers, manure, animal feedlots, 
municipal wastewater, and septic sys-
tems. The concern about high levels 
of nitrates in our drinking water stems 
from an illness called methemoglo-
binemia or blue baby syndrome. This 
condition particularly affects infants 
under six months old.  Nitrites are ab-
sorbed in the blood and hemoglobin is 
converted to methemogliboin.  Met-
hemoglobin does not allow oxygen to 
move efficiently throughout the body.  

EPA and Minnesota water quality 
guidelines for safe drinking water re-

quire nitrate concentrations less than 
10 mg/l.  Nitrate levels fluctuate sea-
sonally, so if your water tests are high 
or borderline, you should retest every 
three to six months.  

To participate in the testing, home-
owners are asked to bring at least one-
half cup of water in preferably a clean 
plastic or clean glass container.  To get 
a good sample, allow the tap to run 5 
to 10 minutes before filling the con-
tainer.  Homeowners with distillation 
units, reverse osmosis or other nitrate 
removal systems should take two wa-
ter samples - one before and one after 
the treatment process.  This will de-
termine if the system is working.  
Homeowners with just a water 
softener need to take one sam-
ple, either before or after the 
water passes through the wa-
ter softener.  Samples should 
be taken no more than 24 
hours before the testing and 
must be kept refrigerated 
prior to testing.  

Samples will be analyzed 
on the spot - the process 
usually takes less than 
five minutes - and results 
will be given directly to 
the homeowner.  If the 
nitrate level in a sample 
is elevated, clinic staff 
can refer the homeown-
er to certified labs that 
will retest the water.  

We encourage all land-

owners (urban and rural) to take ad-
vantage of this service.  Studies in-
dicate that between 5-25 percent of 
private wells in Minnesota have nitrate 
levels above the federal drinking water 
standard.  All results will remain con-
fidential.

Please remember the FREE Ni-
trate Water Testing clinic is on July 
10 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the 
Winona County Fair Entertainment 
Tent – St. Charles, Minnesota.  For 
more information, contact Bree Maki 
at (507)523-2171 ext. 101 or brein.
maki@winonaswcd.com.

In Winona County, the SWCD has 
been awarded the following grants for 

project cost-share and technical
assistance to landowners: 

Free nitrate water testing at the County Fair

2010 Feedlot Water Quality Grant - $267,390
2011 Feedlot Water Quality Grant - $893,950
2011 Mississippi River Basin Initiative Grant -  $37,500
2012 Feedlot Water Quality Grant  - $289,180
2013 SSTS Imminent Health Threat Abatement Grant - $178,815

The AgBMP Low Interest Loan Program is 
a water quality program that provides low in-
terest loans to farmers, rural landowners, and 
agriculture supply businesses. The purpose is 
to encourage agricultural Best Management 
Practices that prevent or reduce runoff from 
feedlots, farm fields and other pollution prob-
lems identified by the county in local water 
plans.  Eligible activities include feedlot im-
provements, upgrading manure storage basins 
and odor control, improve manure handling, 

spreading and incorporation equipment, ter-
races, waterways, streambank protection, 
sedimentation basins, conservation tillage 
equipment, repair of individual sewage treat-
ment systems, and sealing abandoned wells.

Funding for the loan program is limited and 
is available on a first come first serve basis.  
To learn more, visit http://www.mda.state.
mn.us/agbmp or www.winonaswcd.com. To 
apply for the program, contact Bree Maki at 
the Winona County SWCD.

AgBMP Low Interest Loan Program

Septic System 
Grant
Opportunity

Winona County has received a 
Clean Water Fund grant to help quali-
fied property owners pay for the cost 
of replacing or repairing failing SSTS 
(septic systems).  In order to qualify, 
applicants must be considered low in-
come as defined by the US Dept. of 
Agriculture Rural Development stan-
dards.  Funds are limited so in order to 
provide assistance to a greater number 
of people the grant will pay for 50% 
of the cost or $5,000 of the system, 
whichever is less.  The money will 
be paid out on a first come first serve 
basis.  For more information please 
contact Lew Overhaug at (507)457-
6335 or email loverhaug@co.winona.
mn.us.

SWCD to hold meeting at
the Winona County Fair

The Winona County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 

(SWCD) Board of Supervisors 
will hold their regular monthly 
board meeting at the 2013 Wi-
nona County Fair.  The regular 
monthly meeting will begin 
at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 10, 2013 at the Winona 
County Fair (Entertainment 

Tent) in St. Charles, Minnesota.

As always, the public is encouraged to at-
tend.  Here is YOUR chance to ask questions 
about the work that the district does through-
out Winona County.  The board and staff will 
take questions and comments concerning 
SWCD conservation programs, policy, and 
practices from the public.
The Supervisors and Staff are excited to 
share their knowledge and passion for our 
county with you!

The Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP), formerly the Conservation Security 
Program, is a voluntary program which sup-
ports ongoing stewardship of working ag-
ricultural lands by providing payments for 
maintaining and enhancing natural resources.  
This program helps to improve water, air, and 
soil quality, as well as, promotes healthier land-
scapes and wildlife habitat.  This program has 
been successful because it provides incentives 
to producers for the conservation work they 
are already practicing, as well as encouraging 
continued conservation practice implementa-
tion.  CSP is meant to enroll all of your oper-
ated land for a five year period.  The program 
offers a continued year-round sign-up that pro-

vides ranking periods and cutoff dates for ac-
cepting applications.  Producers are required to 
select enhancements to be implemented within 
the first three years of the contract.  Choosing 
more enhancements that fit your operation will 
help to increase the ranking score.  Landown-
ers are encouraged to only sign-up for the ac-
tivities that you feel you can accomplish and 
achieve in the allocated time frames allowed. 
Staying on schedule is required and all active 
contracts will be monitored annually.  To learn 
more about CSP, visit your local NRCS Of-
fice or Sue Glende, District Conservationist or 
Dave Dockter, Soil Conservation Technician at 
(507)523-2171 ext. 3.

Rewarding People for Conservation 
Practice Implementation

CMYK
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Curious, committed local 
citizens come together to 
improve water quality

Across the Mississippi River-Wi-
nona Watershed, citizens are speak-
ing out and stepping up to protect 
area waters. Some want information; 
others seek solutions to problems on 
their own land or in favorite places. 
Many want friendship and support 
while taking steps that aren’t easy, 
but ultimately improve soil, life, a 
sense of personal integrity, and the 
bottom line.

Two gatherings promote 
listening, learning 

“It’s so overwhelming I’m not sure 
where to start,” said one resident who 
attended a Mississippi River-Winona 
Watershed citizen summit in Febru-
ary 2013. The event, which drew 100 
people, was a logical place to begin. 

According to surveys summit 
participants drove from all cor-
ners of the watershed, and they 
most valued participating in 
facilitated group discussions. 
Conversations focused on wa-
ter quality concerns, attitudes 
needed to address complex wa-
ter issues, and actions. 

Participants recognized a ten-
dency between rural and urban 
residents to point fingers about 
sources of pollution. After the 
event one said, “I learned more about 
the nitrate situation; fabulous con-
versations with farmers on current 
practices.” And another: “I gained 
new perspectives on the support nec-

essary for city dwellers and rural 
residents to make changes.”

In rural and urban areas 
of the watershed, citizens 
quietly take action

Participants in citizen conversa-
tions overwhelmingly agreed that 
permanent water quality improve-
ment requires every person to adopt 
new habits. 

Above Whitewater State Park, 
near St. Charles, Minn., Brad and 
Shelley Schrandt have done just 
that. Exhausted from farming with 
expensive inputs, they changed to 
a “closed system” in 2008—one in 
which good milk yields and earn-
ings result from growing feed for 
their herd, then incorporating manure 
and rotational crop residue into till-
able fields so soil nutrients enrich 
milk production. When they seed 
long-established contour structures; 

manage fields in a new seeding/
hay/grazing cycle; sustain plant 
diversity; and minimize nitrogen 
leaching, less soil and nitrogen enter 
streams and ground water.

In Winona, Chris Meyer and hus-

band Paul Schollmeier watched wa-
ter race down their driveway, then 
asked: Where does it go? What does 
it pick up? How do we keep it here? 
As a result they installed three rain 
barrels, then dug rain gardens to filter 

runoff. Now Chris quietly works to 
share what she knows so there are 
more rain gardens in Winona. 

In area rural neighborhoods, 
farmer-led councils are actively 
looking for ways to run success-
ful operations while keeping soil, 
nitrogen and bacteria out of local 
streams and ground water. Local 
leaders implement practices, help 
neighbors, and develop incentives 

to support a shift that makes sense 
locally.

 “Everyone—farmers and non-
farmers,” said a citizen summit 
participant, “needs to stop pointing 

fingers and take small steps.” And 
another, “We need action—education 
and marketing, economic incentives, 
regard for future generations, and to 
learn from one another—farmer to 
farmer, farmer to non-farmer.”

“We appear to want clean water,” 
said another. “Now, let’s act!” It ap-
pears momentum is growing.

The Whitewater Watershed Project 
provides opportunities for Mississip-
pi River-Winona Watershed residents 
to improve our watershed. To learn 
more visit WhitewaterWatershed.
org or call project coordinator Sheila 
Harmes at 507-457-6522. 

Funds for this work are provided 
through Minnesota’s Clean Water 
Land and Legacy Amendment and 
administered by the Minnesota Pol-
lution Control Agency.

Resources and
Upcoming events
Jake Overgaard, Extension Educator
Janna Sorg, Extension Intern

University of Minnesota Extension has some 
upcoming events available to local produc-
ers to highlight. These include the Precision 
Dairy Conference, Crop Management Tour, 
and the Conservation Tillage Conference. 
Also, we would also like to remind area farm-
ers of two resources; the Field Crop Trials and 
Southern Minnesota Regional Research and 
Demonstration Summary, both published an-
nually. 

The Precision Dairy Conference will be held 
Tuesday, June 25 through Thursday, June 27 
at the Mayo Civic Center in Rochester. This 
conference will cover different technologies 
being developed for use in the dairy industry 
and how they can be used to improve repro-
duction and health as well as increase milk 
production. On Tuesday, June 25 there will 
be an opportunity to spend the day touring 
dairy farms in the area. These tours feature 
four different farms that use robotic milking 
machines, automated calf feeders, or milking 
meters - all topics which will be covered in 
depth at the conference. The event will help 
producers understand what technologies 
are out there, how to evaluate them, and fi-
nally, help dairy producers decide what they 
should invest in. For more information on this 
event visit http://z.umn.edu/dzk.

The Crop Management Tour will be held in 
Rochester, Minn. on Sunday, July 9. This event 
will be put on by the University of Minnesota 
Southern Research and Outreach Center. 
During this field day U of MN researchers, 
Extension Specialists and other experts will 
go over the latest crop production strategies 
available to farmers. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to ask University of Minnesota 
Researchers and Extension Educators ques-
tions about crop trials, and issues facing 
them as growers.

Winter of 2014 may seem far off, but you 
may want to mark your calendars for the Con-
servation Tillage Conference to be held in St. 
Cloud, MN, February 6-8. This conference will 
be an excellent opportunity to learn about 
the latest research into production practices 
and how to improve or begin using conserva-
tion tillage in your operation.

One of the most important management de-
cisions that farmers make are related to va-
riety selection and pest management strate-
gies. The Field Crop Trials are available to all 
producers and are published annually. This 
publication is created to help growers select 
varieties that will do best in their area. The 
Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station 
(MAES) compares varieties grown in differ-
ent plots throughout the state to determine 
the best location for them. To get an edge on 
selecting varieties for your area make sure 
to check this out! In addition to variety trials, 
the Southern Minnesota Regional Research 
and Demonstration Summary, compiles and 
interprets research that is done throughout 
the year on pesticide effectiveness as well 
as the variety trials done in the SE region. 
Some of the research completed within the 
past year included fungicides for alfalfa, her-
bicides for different crops and tests on dif-
ferent corn grain and silage hybrids. Check 
out this publication at http://z.umn.edu/e0l 
to get more information on these and many 
more topics. 

For more information on any of these events 
or resources, visit the respective websites, 
call U of MN Extension’s Winona County of-
fice at 507-457-6440, or email Extension 
Educator Jake Overgaard, over0128@umn.
edu. You can find us on Facebook as well.  As 
always, we’re available to answer your ag re-
lated questions too, feel free to get in touch.

FSA Updates
Winona County acreage maps are 

available for pickup at our office or 
via email.  Due to lack of budget, we 
are again unable to mail out maps to 
all producers.  

Our office is in the process of updat-
ing to a new computer system called 
MIDAS. MIDAS is FSA’s initiative to 
Modernize and Innovate the Delivery 
of Agricultural Systems.  All office 
employees are in the process of com-
pleting training for the new program.  
As with all new systems, there are a 
few “bugs” to work out and we ask 
for your patience over the next few 
months.

DCP/ACRE Sign-Up 
Continues   

The sign-up period for DCP is still 
open. Producers are encouraged to 
sign up for DCP before the August 2, 
2013 deadline. An even earlier dead-
line is for ACRE, which ended June 3, 
2013.  The 2013 DCP and ACRE pro-
gram provisions are unchanged from 
2012, except that all eligible partici-
pants in 2013 may choose to enroll in 
either DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop 
year. This means that eligible produc-
ers who were enrolled in ACRE in 
2012 may elect to enroll in DCP in 
2013 or may re-enroll in ACRE in 
2013.  Likewise producers who were 
enrolled in DCP may opt for ACRE 
enrollment.  Contact the FSA county 
office for more information or to 
schedule an appointment to enroll.

Crop Reporting 
After spring planting, producers 

should certify their 2013 acreage. Fil-
ing an accurate acreage report for all 
crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planting acre-
age, can prevent the loss of benefits 
for a variety of programs.  Failed acre-
age must be reported within 15 days 
of the disaster event and before dispo-
sition of the crop. Prevented planting 
must be reported no later than 15 days 
after the final planting date.  Acreage 

reports are required for many Farm 
Service Agency programs.  For crops 
enrolled in programs other than NAP 
(Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program), acreage reports are to be 
certified by the November 16, 2013 
deadline for forage and fall seed-
ed small grains and a July 15, 2013 
deadline on all other crops.  Acreage 
reports on crops covered by NAP are 
due by November 16, 2013 for forage 
and fall seeded small grains and July 
15, 2013 for all other crops or 15 cal-
endar days before the onset of harvest 
or grazing of the specific crop acreage 
being reported. 

COC Election Nominations 
Nominations for candidates to run 

for the Winona County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) County Committee 
election representing producers in Lo-
cal Administrative Area (LAA) 3 will 
be accepted from June 17-August 1, 
2013.  LAA 3 includes the townships 
of St. Charles, Utica, Warren, Sara-
toga, Fremont, and Hart.  Producers 
who are residents in LAA 3 and who 
participate or cooperate in a FSA pro-
grams and are of legal voting age may 
be nominated to serve on the county 
committee.  

Individuals may nominate them-
selves or others as candidates. Also, 
organizations representing socially 
disadvantaged minorities and women 
farmers or ranchers may also nomi-
nate candidates.  A nomination form, 
FSA-669A, may be picked up at the 
FSA office or online, www.fsa.usda.
gov.   Eligible voters can nominate 
as many candidates as they wish. To 
be valid, the nomination form must 
be signed by the person being nomi-
nated, indicating agreement to serve 
if elected, and returned to the FSA 
office by the close of business on 
August 1 or postmarked by midnight 
August 1.  The county committee 
election is held by mail. Ballots will 
be mailed to eligible voters in LAA 3 
beginning November 4 and must be 
returned to the FSA county office by 
the close of business on December 2 

or postmarked by midnight December 
2, 2013.  

The election of agricultural produc-
ers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
county committees is important to 
ALL farmers and ranchers.  It is cru-
cial that every eligible producer par-
ticipate in these elections because 
FSA County Committees are a link 
between the agricultural community 
and the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA).  County committees 
help deliver FSA farm programs at the 
local level.  Farmers and ranchers who 
serve on county committees help with 
the decisions necessary to administer 
the programs in their counties. They 
work to ensure FSA agricultural pro-
grams serve the needs of local produc-
ers.   FSA County Committees operate 
within official regulations designed to 
carry out federal laws. County com-
mittee members apply their judg-
ment and knowledge to make local 
decisions.  Stop by the Winona FSA 
Office or email John McRae, CED, 
John.McRae@mn.usda.gov  for more 
information if interested in represent-
ing LAA 3 townships.

Mississippi River Winona Watershed

& stepping up

………………..………………..

For most people,
personal issues are
their starting point.

 — Mississippi River-Winona Watershed Citizen 
 Summit participant, February 2013  

………………..………………..

At a February 2013 citizen summit in Winona, two watershed resi-
dents exchange perspectives on the watershed.

speaking out 

The Stockton-Rollingstone-Min-
nesota City Watershed District cov-
ers the geographical extent of the 
Garvin Brook Watershed.  Its pur-
pose is to conserve natural resources 
by focusing on flood mitigation, 
surface water quality and soil ero-
sion, and sediment control.  The wa-
tershed district has been providing 
funds for property owners to clean 
out erosion control structures/ponds 
that have filled in and no longer have 
the capacity to slow run-off and re-
tain sediment.  They have also part-
nered with the Winona County Soil 
and Water Conservation District on 
conservation practices such as cover 
crops and grade stabilization struc-
tures.

The watershed district is looking 
for citizens interested in serving as 
District Supervisors.  The Board 
generally meets on the second Mon-
day of every month in the evening 
at the Stockton Community Center.  
If interested in getting involved or if 
you would like more information on 
the Stockton- Rollingstone-MN City 
Watershed District, contact Lew 
Overhaug at (507)457-6335 or email 
loverhaug@co.winona.mn.us.

Farm Service Agency
Daily County
Posted Prices 123

Main Line 2
Cindy 107
John 104

Marilla 103
Terri 106
Vicki 105

Conservation Office
Main Line 3
Amanda 114

Bree 101
Dave 111
Daryl 112
Mark 108
Sue 102

SRF Engineer - Pete 4 or 113
Whitewater JPB 5 or 110

SRMC 
Watershed
District Needs 
Citizens

NEW PHONE SYSTEM
Main Phone Line (507) 523-2171

Winona
Area Market
Saturdays 7:30a.m.-12noon
Wednesdays 4-7p.m.
Located Downtown Winona
At 2nd and Main Street

St. Charles
Farmers Market
Thursdays 4-7p.m.
Located at City Hall Parking Lot
830 Whitewater Avenue

	 •	 Know where your food comes from -  This is an opportunity to connect with farmers and learn
  more about how the food was produced and the land where your food was grown. 
	 •	 Enjoy food at its freshest and most flavorful - Usually picked the night before, the fruits and
	 	 vegetables	you	buy	at	a	local	farmers	market	are	the	real	deal	and	have	unbeatable	fresh	flavor.	
	 •	 Try new food or variety- There are always something new to try at a farmers’ market, whether it is a
  new variety of an old favorite or a new kind of fruit, vegetable, or animal product.  
	 •	 Buy seasonal -	Shopping	at	the	local	farmers	market	positions	you	to	eat	food	that	is	fresh,	ripe,	and	in
	 	 the	season	it	is	grown,	which	cannot	compare	to	what	is	artificially	ripened	or	grown	in	other	countries.	
	 •	 Support Local Farmers – By buying local food from local people the money stays in your community.
	 	 You	can	also	feel	good	about	knowing	your	purchases	are	supporting	farmers	to	stay	in	business.
	 •	 Reduce the use of fossil fuels –	The	food	from	the	market	comes	from	nearby,	significantly	less	than
	 	 the	1,500-2,500	average	miles	food	in	the	U.S.	travels	according	to	the	Worldwatch	Institute	reports.	
	 •	 Support good agricultural and husbandry practices – Generally smaller farmers at the local
	 	 farmers’	market	use	sustainable,	good	agricultural	practices	which	are	environmentally	friendly.	There	is	also	a
  variety of husbandry and	growing	practices	to	choose	from	in	a	typical	market.	
	 •	 It’s Fun! – A farmers market is a great place to connect to your community around local food. 
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The Ag Service Cen-
ter phone system was 
updated at the begin-
ning of June.  Callers 
are now able to ac-
cess individual staff 
from the Farm Service 
Agency and Conserva-
tion Office as well as 
leave voicemail mes-
sages.  We ask for 
your patience as we 
work out the kinks in 
the system.  Below is a 
“clip and save” sheet 
to make access to the 
system easier.

wednesday, june 19, 2013 winona county soil and water conservation district 
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